
Epilepsy & Seizure 

Disorders In Children

Advocating  for a Child  with Epilepsy  in the Health Care 

Community and Beyond
Southfield Office Grand Rapids Office

25200 Telegraph Rd. Ste.110 161 Ottawa Ave. NW Ste. 211

Southfield, MI 48076 Grand Rapids, MI 49503

Toll Free:  (800) 377 -6226

www.epilepsymichigan.org



Epilepsy: 

Prevalence

ÁEpilepsy is the third most common neurological 

disorder in the United States after Alzheimerôs disease 

and stroke.

Á1 out of every 100 persons (1% of the population) in the 

United States has epilepsy.

ÁIt is estimated that over 100,000 people in the state of 

Michigan have epilepsy.



Seizures and Epilepsy

ÁEpileptic Seizure:

ÅDisturbance of electrical activity in the brain that 

causes temporary changes in  consciousness, 

awareness, movement, feelings, or behavior

ÁEpilepsy:

ÅGeneral term for over 40 conditions, each 

characterized by recurrent unprovoked seizures

ÅEpilepsy = ñSeizure Disorderò



Causes of Epilepsy

ÁUnknown Cause(often involves genetic factors)ï
69% 

ÁStrokeï13% (2% in children)

ÁCongenital Malformationsï5% (20% in children)

ÁTraumatic Brain Injury ï4%

ÁBrain Tumorï4%

ÁInfections (meningitis/encephalitis)ï3%

ÁDegenerative(Alzheimerôs, MS)ï2%

ÁBirth Trauma (e.g. hypoxia)

ÁPoisoning(e.g. lead poisoning, substance abuse, 
environmental toxins) 



Conditions Associated 

with Epilepsy

ÁIntellectual Disability (25% have epilepsy)

ÁCerebral Palsy (13% have epilepsy)

ÁCP and Intellectual Disability (40% have epilepsy)

ÁAutism (5- 38% have epilepsy)

Átuberous sclerosis, Rett syndrome, Sturge-Weber 

Syndrome, MS, lupus, and others



Non-Epileptic Seizures

ÁPsychogenic:

ÅRelated to psychological stress or trauma

ÅTreatment generally involves psychotherapy

ÁHypoglycemic (low blood sugar)

ÁMetabolic (e.g. electrolyte imbalance)

ÁFebrile (fever-related; most often in infants & young 
children)

ÁDrug-related

ÁCardiovascular (fainting spell from low blood pressure, 
cardiac arrhythmias)


